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RESOURCES

College planning & 
what’s new on Our 

Dakota Dreams

STUDENT 
PATHWAYS

Dual enrollment & 
academic planning

SCHOLARSHIPS

Scholarship updates, 
eligibility & school 

partnership

AGENDA



Have a question for SDBOR?
Submit it for follow-up after the presentation.

QUESTIONS OR FEEDBACK?

SCAN TO SUBMIT

Have feedback for us?
Tell us what’s helpful, what could be clearer, 
or how we can better support you. We’ll review submissions 

after the presentation.



OurDakotaDreams.com



161,400
Page Views

64,436
Active Users

WHAT ARE VISITORS EXPLORING?

High School Dual Enrollment — 19,888 views | Statewide Scholarship Bulletin Board — 18,665 views 
SD Scholarships — 12,452 views | Opportunity Scholarship — 8,990 views | Events Calendar — 8,789 views

OUR DAKOTA DREAMS

GROWING OUR REACH
2025-26 Website Engagement



OUR DAKOTA DREAMS

New Tools to Compare, Plan & Pay

Out-of-State Cost Comparison College Planning Checklists Big Five Scholarship Due Dates

COMPARE PAYPLAN



OUR DAKOTA DREAMS





OUR DAKOTA DREAMS

Coming Soon: 
AI-Powered 
Support

We’re developing an AI-powered 
chatbot to help visitors find 
answers and navigate Our 
Dakota Dreams more easily.

 Find information faster
 Navigate resources more easily
 Get answers to common 

questions

IN DEVELOPMENT
TESTING & TRAINING UNDERWAY



Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Everything You Need to Promote It

• Video & social media
• Flyers & posters
• Website banner

• Student activities
• College planning worksheets
• School announcements
• Posters & promotional materials

Ready-made resources. No need to 
create your own.

OurDakotaDreams.com→ Educators→ Free College Application Period



What is Fast Track Admission? Fast Track Admission



TARGET YOUR 
OUTREACH

Add or Update Users

For schools not yet participating

For participating schools

Request Portal Membership

TAKE ACTION

Identify students 
who still have a 
step to complete.

Focus reminders 
and support where 
they’re needed.

Track FAFSA & 
SDOS progress 
together.



STUDENT PATHWAYS
What's new in dual enrollment & academic planning



WHAT’S NEW IN HSDE





DEGREE PATHWAYS: ADVISING FIRST
We learned from the Gateway Certificate rollout



FIND THE RIGHT STARTING POINT
Start with where the student is today



COLLEGE FOUNDATIONS
A flexible starting point for students who are still exploring

WHY START HERE?

START WITH GENERAL EDUCATION
Prioritizes general education courses that 
commonly apply across many degree 
programs.

KEEPS OPTIONS OPEN
Students can make college progress 
without choosing a major yet.

A SMART ADVISING START
When a student isn’t sure what they want 
to study, this is a great place to start.

THE GOAL
Help students take dual enrollment 
courses with purpose—even before 

they know their major.



START WITH AN INTEREST
When students have an interest, advising can get more specific

FOLLOW THE STUDENT’S INTEREST
Courses are selected because they connect 
to an academic or career direction.

GO BEYOND GENERAL EDUCATION
Students may take introductory or 
discipline-specific courses that help them 
explore the field.

KEEP THE FUTURE IN MIND
Pathways provide direction, but how credits 
apply depends on the student’s eventual 
college and degree program.

THE ADVISING GOAL
Help students explore an interest 

through college coursework—not lock 
them into a major.



GET THE TEMPLATE

OurDakotaDreams.com
Educators → Toolkits → HSDE

• College-credit options
• Courses offered at your school
• Local eligibility & processes
• Costs & registration

YOU MAKE IT LOCAL

MAKE DUAL ENROLLMENT CLEAR AT YOUR SCHOOL
New customizable resource for schools

DOWNLOAD HSDE GUIDE TEMPLATE 

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fourdakotadreams.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2026%2F09%2FCustom-Options-HSDE-School_Handout_Template.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK


NEW: PUBLIC UNIVERSITY HSDE APPLICATION HUB
A new home for the SD public university HSDE application process

BUILT AROUND THE STUDENT.

First-Time Students
Create an account and apply

Returning Students
Sign in and manage their application

Application Help
Walkthroughs, updates & support

MORE ONLINE PROCESSES
• Course changes (add/drop)
• Eligibility exemptions



STUDENT ACCESS ONLY

Log in to the HSDE Student Portal →

Only students can access the portal, using their 
university email address and password.

Welcome to the HSDE 
Student Portal!

Your central hub for 
everything you need 

throughout your HSDE 
experience.

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fexperience.elluciancloud.com%2Fsdsborso%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmolly.weisgram%40sdbor.edu%7Ce76e78bcd3234aec475608defe0426e4%7Cd4ce78799b8d4aab9dc59271c8455e07%7C0%7C0%7C639227490953375201%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2Y97ki4O15i%2BYVPGkRbYPulBNjFwLveppDXEFF6pdA0%3D&reserved=0






A MORE CONNECTED HSDE EXPERIENCE
Simplifying how students get information, access and support



SD PUBLIC UNIVERSITY HSDE REPORTS
The right information at the right time

Our goal with midterm grades: Give schools earlier insight to support students who may be struggling.



Explore Math Pathways at OurDakotaDreams.com

HELP STUDENTS CHOOSE THE RIGHT MATH PATH
Match math coursework to a student’s goals—not just the next course in sequence.

START WITH THE 
STUDENT’S GOAL

Explore the pathways
Connect math choices to 
postsecondary plans.

Plan ahead
Make intentional math 
choices earlier.

Use the resources
Tools for students, families & 
educators. 

https://ourdakotadreams.com/math-pathways/




SCHOLARSHIPS & SCHOOL PARTNERSHIPS
Connecting students to opportunities—and helping them qualify



OurDakotaDreams.com→ Paying for College → SD Scholarships

FINDING SCHOLARSHIPS IN SOUTH DAKOTA
Start with Our Dakota Dreams





YOUR OPPORTUNITY 
SCHOLARSHIP STARTING 
POINT

Understand Eligibility
Review requirements and eligibility pathways

Plan Ahead
Coursework and testing information to help 
students stay on track

Apply for SDOS
Access the SDBOR Scholarship Portal

COMING SOON 
New SDOS Videos



SDOS ELIGIBILITY OVERVIEW



HELP STUDENTS PREPARE TO QUALIFY
Scholarship planning starts before senior year

ADVANCED HONORS ENDORSEMENT
Plan the right coursework

OPPORTUNITY SCHOLARSHIP CONNECTION
Closely aligned with Opportunity Scholarship coursework requirements

ACT & PRE-COLLEGE TESTING
Start preparing earlier

OPPORTUNITY SCHOLARSHIP CONNECTION
ACT scores can be one pathway to Opportunity Scholarship eligibility



NEW FOR THE CLASS OF 2027
SDOS coursework evaluation is becoming more specific

STARTING WITH THE 
CLASS OF 2027

SDOS coursework is now being 
evaluated by required subcategory—not 

just total credits within a subject area.

https://ourdakotadreams.com/k12-students/opportunity-scholarship/




THE CORRECT 5-DIGIT COURSE CODE MATTERS
The code tells SDOS evaluators which required subcategory a course satisfies.



NEW: SDOS EVALUATOR OFFICE HOURS FOR SCHOOL STAFF
Bring your course coding and SDOS eligibility questions directly to us



NEW: BOR EVALUATES SDOS FOR ALL PARTICIPATING COLLEGES
This changes how we obtain some students' final transcripts

SDBOR EVALUATES SDOS ELIGIBILITY FOR STUDENTS ATTENDING
• South Dakota public universities 
• Participating private colleges 
• Participating technical colleges

WHAT CHANGED
SDBOR has final transcripts on file for students attending South Dakota public universities. 

Now, SDBOR evaluates SDOS applications for students attending all participating institutions, including 
private colleges and technical colleges.

WHAT THAT MEANS
For students attending non-BOR institutions, SDBOR needs another way to obtain the final transcript needed 
to complete the SDOS evaluation.

We’re working toward a simpler process that minimizes additional transcript requests to high schools.



Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

WHAT WE NEED ON THE TRANSCRIPT
The system or format can vary. The information we need does not.

PLEASE INCLUDE:

MAP TO DOE 5-DIGIT COURSE CODES
Essential for evaluating SDOS coursework and 
required subcategories.

GPA INFORMATION
Different scholarship programs may use different 
GPA measures.

ACT SCORES, WHEN AVAILABLE
Used for SDOS eligibility and may also support 
placement.

ENDORSEMENTS
Help verify SDOS coursework, including the 
Advanced Honors Endorsement.

IMMUNIZATION RECORDS
Help colleges verify required immunization 
information.

ANY SIS • ANY TRANSCRIPT FORMAT 
• ANY SUBMISSION METHOD

HOW TO SEND IT

IF YOU USE INFINITE CAMPUS
We recommend the Release to SD BOR button.

Why we recommend it:

✓ DOE 5-digit course codes come through
✓ Endorsements come through
✓ Immunization records come through, when

entered by the school

NOT USING INFINITE CAMPUS?

That’s okay. Use the Other Transcript Submission option.

https://tdx.sdbor.edu/TDClient/33/Portal/Requests/Service/118/High-School-Transcript-Submission/Request?SIDs=71
https://tdx.sdbor.edu/TDClient/33/Portal/Requests/Service/118/High-School-Transcript-Submission/Request?SIDs=71


SOUTH DAKOTA’S BIG FIVE
Five Scholarship Opportunities Every Student and Family Should Know About

South Dakota Opportunity Scholarship
Dakota Corps Scholarship
Critical Teaching Needs Scholarship
Build Dakota Scholarship 
Freedom Scholarship

☐
☐
☐
☐



DAKOTA CORPS SCHOLARSHIP
Full tuition for students preparing for critical-need careers in South Dakota

WHO IT’S FOR
Students entering college who plan to pursue an 
approved critical-need occupation in SD.

2026–27 CRITICAL-NEED AREAS
Teaching • Accounting/Auditing • Engineering 
Information Technology • Registered Nursing

Specific occupations within these areas qualify. See the current 
Dakota Corps Critical-Need Occupations list for details.

KEY DETAILS
• Minimum 27 ACT 
• Minimum 2.80 high school GPA 
• Full tuition and generally applicable fees 
• Attend an eligible SD college/university 
• Work in a qualifying critical-need 

occupation in SD for each year of 
scholarship funding + one additional year 

• 2026–27 application: Nov. 1–Dec. 15, 2026 

COUNSELOR TAKE-AWAY: Think Dakota Corps when a strong student is interested in a critical-need career.



CRITICAL TEACHING NEEDS SCHOLARSHIP
Financial support for future educators preparing to teach in South Dakota

WHO IT’S FOR
Students who will be college juniors or seniors in the 
upcoming academic year and are fully admitted to an 
elementary or secondary education program at a 
participating SD institution.

NEW FOR 2026–27: 
ALL K–12 TEACHING POSITIONS
Every K–12 teaching position is currently 
designated as a critical teaching need area.

KEY DETAILS
• Minimum 2.8 cumulative GPA 
• Minimum 2.8 GPA in major coursework 
• Must be in the final two years of an 

undergraduate education program 
• Must attend a participating SD institution 
• Recipients commit to teaching in a critical-

need position in SD for 5 years after 
graduation 

• 2026–27 application: Nov. 1–Dec. 15, 2026

COUNSELOR TAKE-AWAY: When a student is considering teaching, put Critical Teaching Needs on their radar for 
later in college.



FREEDOM SCHOLARSHIP
Need-based support for students earning a bachelor’s degree in South Dakota

WHO IT’S FOR
SD students with demonstrated financial need 
who plan to pursue a bachelor’s degree at a 
participating SD university.

HOW STUDENTS ARE CONSIDERED
Apply for admission + Complete the FAFSA

There is no separate Freedom Scholarship 
application. The participating university 
determines eligibility and offers the scholarship to 
selected students.

KEY DETAILS
• SD resident for at least 1 year before applying 
• Demonstrate financial need through the 

FAFSA 
• Pursue a bachelor’s degree 
• Attend one of 10 participating SD universities 
• Maintain at least a 2.0 college GPA 
• Graduate within 5 years 
• Live and work in SD for 3 years after 

graduation

COUNSELOR TAKE-AWAY: Reinforce FAFSA completion



BUILD DAKOTA SCHOLARSHIP
Full-ride scholarships for students preparing for high-need careers in South Dakota

WHO IT’S FOR
Students enrolling in an eligible high-need 
program at one of SD’s four technical colleges.

THE OPPORTUNITY
Full-ride scholarship: Covers tuition, fees, 
books and other required program expenses for 
eligible programs.

KEY DETAILS
• Attend a SD technical college 
• Enroll in an eligible high-need workforce 

program 
• Available to both in-state and out-of-state 

students 
• Students commit to living and working in SD 

for 3 years after graduation 
• Application window: January 1–March 31 
• Participating programs and additional 

requirements vary by technical college

COUNSELOR TAKE-AWAY: Encourage interested students to explore eligible programs—and start looking for an 
employer sponsor early.

STRENGTHEN YOUR APPLICATION
Students are strongly encouraged to connect 
with an employer sponsor.



IF YOU REMEMBER FIVE THINGS...
1.  Use Our Dakota Dreams
2. Degree Pathways advise HSDE with purpose
3. Watch for the HSDE changes
4. Course coding matters for SD Opportunity Scholarship
5. Plant scholarship seeds early



CONTACT US

• Our Dakota Dreams
• Educator Webinar Series
• Fast Track Admission
• Free College Application Period
• Math Pathways
• HSDE Student Portal

• FAFSA Completion
• Transcript Release Processes
• Course Coding & South Dakota 

Opportunity Scholarship 
Eligibility

• Scholarships

• High School Dual Enrollment

Molly Weisgram
Molly.Weisgram@sdbor.edu

Rhea Potter
Rhea.Potter@sdbor.edu

Dawn Kennedy
Dawn.Kennedy@sdbor.edu

Katie Hubbart
Katie.Hubbart@sdbor.edu

Janine Haaland
Janine.Haaland@sdbor.edu
• DegreeWorks Audit Tool
• Transfer SD / Transferology

• Freedom Scholarship

Elli Haerter
elli@sdworkforcescholarships.org

Deni Martin
deni@builddakotascholarships.com
• Build Dakota Scholarship

SCAN TO 
SUBMIT 

QUESTION
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