[HIGH SCHOOL NAME]
Opportunities to Earn College Credit While in High School
[City, State]

Why Earn College Credit in High School?
Earning college credit while still in high school can help students:
· Save money on future college tuition 
· Experience college-level coursework early 
· Explore majors and career interests 
· Reduce the number of credits needed after high school 
· Build confidence and academic skills before college 
At [HIGH SCHOOL NAME], students have several opportunities to earn college credit while still completing high school graduation requirements. 
Understanding the differences between these options can help families make informed and strategic decisions about course selection and post-secondary planning.

Understanding Your Options
1. Concurrent Credit
Concurrent Credit courses are taught at [Name of School] by high school 
teachers who are approved to teach college-level coursework. Students automatically receive college credit, and their grade appears on both their high school and college transcript.

2. High School Dual Credit
Online Dual Credit allows eligible students to take actual college courses through South Dakota public universities while still in high school at a discounted rate. Students automatically receive college credit, and their grades appear on both their high school and college transcript.

3. Non-Degree Seeking
Non-Degree Seeking allows high school students to take college courses outside the reduced-tuition HSDE program. Students pay the university’s applicable tuition and fees and earn college credit for successfully completed courses.
4. Advanced Placement (AP)
AP courses are rigorous high school courses designed to mirror college-level 
coursework. Students MAY receive college credit depending on the score they receive on their final AP test and the college they choose to attend.

CONCURRENT CREDIT COURSES
Concurrent Credit courses are taught at [Name of School] by high school teachers who are approved to teach college-level coursework.
Key Features
· Courses are taught during the regular high school day 
· Students earn BOTH high school and college credit 
· Lower cost option: approximately $40 per college credit 
· Credits are issued through a South Dakota public university 
· College grades become part of the permanent HS and college transcript 
Best For Students Who:
· Want a lower-cost introduction to college coursework 
· Prefer learning in a familiar high school environment 
· Are ready for college-level expectations while still receiving local support 
Registration Process:
· SD Public Universities: https://sdbor.edu/dual-enrollment
Concurrent Course Opportunities at [Name of School]

1. [COURSE NAME AND NUMBER]
Example: ENGL 101 — College Composition I
Grades: [Grade Levels]
Credits Earned: [High School Credit] + 3 College Credit
Course Description: [Brief overview of skills/content covered]
Requirements:
· [Requirement] 
· [Requirement] 
· [Requirement] 
Estimated Tuition Cost: $120

2. [COURSE NAME AND NUMBER]
Grades: [Grade Levels]
Credits Earned: [High School Credit] + 3 College Credit
Course Description: [Brief overview of skills/content covered]
Requirements:
· [Requirement] 
· [Requirement] 
· [Requirement] 
Estimated Tuition Cost: $120

3. [COURSE NAME AND NUMBER]
Grades: [Grade Levels]
Credits Earned: [High School Credit] + 3 College Credit
Course Description: [Brief overview of skills/content covered]
Requirements:
· [Requirement] 
· [Requirement] 
· [Requirement] 
Estimated Tuition Cost: $120



HIGH SCHOOL DUAL CREDIT
Online Dual Credit allows eligible students to take actual college courses through South Dakota public universities while still in high school.
Key Features
· Open to eligible students in grades 11–12 
· Over 600 online courses available 
· [Local Notes]
· Reduced college tuition rate for eligible students: currently $80.37 per credit 
· Grades become part of the permanent HS and college transcript 
Important to Know
· Students are responsible for tuition, textbooks, and course materials 
· Online courses require strong time management and independence 
· Grades affect future college academic standing 
Best For Students Who:
· Want access to a wider variety of college courses 
· Are interested in specific majors or career pathways 
· Are motivated, organized, and independent learners 
Eligibility
Students must meet South Dakota High School Dual Credit eligibility requirements and any applicable course placement requirements. Your high school may also have additional eligibility requirements or policies. Students who do not qualify for the reduced HSDE tuition rate may have the option to enroll in university courses as non-degree-seeking students at the regular tuition rate. Find eligibility information here: https://ourdakotadreams.com/k12-students/dual-enrollment/.
Registration Process:
· SD Public Universities: https://ourdakotadreams.com/k12-students/public-university-hsde-application-hub/
· SD Technical Colleges: https://ourdakotadreams.com/k12-students/technical-college-hsdc-application-hub/
High School Dual Credit Opportunities at [Name of School]
Find Course Catalog Here: https://ourdakotadreams.com/k12-students/dual-enrollment/
Typical online dual credit courses taken by [Name of School] students include:
· Class X
· Class X
· Class X
Estimated Tuition Cost: $241.11
Students interested in High School Dual Credit should speak with a school counselor.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP)
AP courses are rigorous high school courses designed to mirror college-level coursework.
Key Features
· Students MAY earn college credit based on AP exam scores 
· College credit is NOT automatic 
· Most colleges require an AP exam score of 3, 4, or 5 
· AP exam fees are approximately $95 per exam 
· Credit acceptance varies by college and university 
Important to Know
· Students should check how prospective colleges award AP credit 
Best For Students Who:
· Enjoy academic challenge 
· Prefer exam-based college credit opportunities 
Registration Process:
· [Sign up for AP courses by putting them on your Academic Plan in Campus]

AP Course Opportunities at [Name of School]

1. [AP COURSE NAME]
Grades: [Grade Levels]
Course Description: [Brief overview of skills/content covered]
Requirements:
· [Requirement] 
· [Requirement] 
· [Requirement] 
Approximate AP Exam Fee: $95
Notes: [Optional transferability or exam information]

2. [AP COURSE NAME]
Grades: [Grade Levels]
Course Description: [Brief overview of skills/content covered]
Requirements:
· [Requirement] 
· [Requirement] 
· [Requirement] 
Approximate AP Exam Fee: $95
Notes: [Optional transferability or exam information]

3. [AP COURSE NAME]
Grades: [Grade Levels]
Course Description: [Brief overview of skills/content covered]
Requirements:
· [Requirement] 
· [Requirement] 
· [Requirement] 
Approximate AP Exam Fee: $95
Notes: [Optional transferability or exam information]




Strategic Planning Tips for Families – Think Beyond “Getting Credits”

Not all college credits help students in the same way. Families should consider:
1. Which courses apply broadly?
General education courses often transfer most easily and fit many degree programs.
Examples:
· English Composition 
· College Algebra 
· American Civics
· US History
· American Government
2. What are the student’s college and career goals?
Students planning to do the following may benefit from different course choices:
· Attend a South Dakota public university 
· Pursue technical programs or certificates 
· Attend out-of-state colleges 
3. Will the credits transfer?
Transfer policies vary by institution.
Families should:
· Check transfer policies early 
· Review intended college major requirements 
· Talk with school counselors and college advisors 
Transferology.com is a great resource to help you determine course transferability. 
4. Is the student ready for college-level expectations?
College credit courses move faster and expect:
· Independent time management 
· Strong reading and writing skills 
· Responsibility for deadlines and communication 
Grades earned now remain on the student’s high school and permanent college transcript.

