
Associate
Degree

A 2-YEAR DEGREE THAT IS USUALLY 
GRANTED BY A COMMUNITY COLLEGE.

ADOPTED FROM OREGON GEAR-UP
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Sticky Note
A 2-year degree granted by technical colleges (applied associate degree) and universities (associate degree).



Bachelor’s 
Degree

A 4-YEAR DEGREE THAT IS GRANTED 
BY A COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY.
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C lasses

MAKE SURE THE CLASSES YOU’RE TAKING 
IN HIGH SCHOOL MATCH WITH THE 

COLLEGE YOU WANT TO ATTEND AND 
THE CAREER YOU’RE INTERESTED IN.
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Dual Credit

EARN COLLEGE CREDITS 
AND HIGH SCHOOL CREDITS 

WHILE IN HIGH SCHOOL!
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Essay

A SHORT PIECE OF WRITING THAT A COLLEGE 
OR SCHOLARSHIP PROVIDER REQUIRES 

STUDENTS TO SUBMIT AS PART OF THEIR 
APPLICATION. IT MAY ALSO BE CALLED A 

PERSONAL STATEMENT.
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A short piece of writing that a college or scholarship provider MAY require students to submit as part of their application. It may also be called a personal statement.

(add "may require")



Financial Aid

MONEY TO HELP PAY FOR COLLEGE 
INCLUDING GRANTS, LOANS, 

SCHOLARSHIPS AND WORK-STUDY.
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Money to help pay for college including grants, loans, scholarships and work-study. Seniors complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) when it comes out October 1.



GPA

GRADE POINT AVERAGE
COLLEGES LOOK FOR STUDENTS 

WITH GOOD GRADES IN 
CHALLENGING CLASSES.
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Honors

COLLEGES LOOK FOR STUDENTS WHO 
TAKE CHALLENGING CLASSES SO SIGN 

UP FOR AP, HONORS OR DUAL CREDIT 
CLASSES THAT YOUR SCHOOL OFFERS.
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Internship

DECIDE IF A CAREER IS RIGHT FOR 
YOU—DO AN INTERNSHIP WITH A 
PROFESSIONAL IN A FIELD THAT 

INTERESTS YOU.
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job Shadow

DECIDE IF A CAREER IS RIGHT FOR 
YOU—DO AN INFORMAL JOB SHADOW 

WITH A PROFESSIONAL IN A FIELD 
THAT INTERESTS YOU.
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knowledge

KNOW WHAT IT TAKES TO GET INTO 
AND SUCCEED IN COLLEGE: FOCUS 

ON ACADEMICS, GET INVOLVED, FIND 
SUPPORT AND STAY ORGANIZED.
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Loans

MONEY FOR COLLEGE THAT HAS TO 
BE PAID BACK; MAKE SURE YOU DON’T 

BORROW MORE THAN YOU NEED.
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Major

WHAT A STUDENT CHOOSES TO STUDY 
IN COLLEGE—LIKE ENGINEERING, 

ENGLISH OR EDUCATION.
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Net Price

THE ACTUAL PRICE YOU WILL PAY FOR 
COLLEGE. LOOK FOR THE NET PRICE 

CALCULATOR ON COLLEGE WEBSITES.
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orientation

A DEDICATED TIME BEFORE COLLEGE 
STARTS TO GET TO KNOW THE 

CAMPUS, MEET STUDENTS AND STAFF, 
AND PREPARE FOR CLASSES.
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Placement Tests
SOME COLLEGES REQUIRE TESTS 

TO DETERMINE WHICH CLASS YOU 
SHOULD TAKE.
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Some colleges require tests to determine which classes you should take.

(plural classes)



Quad

A RECTANGULAR SPACE OR 
COURTYARD, OFTEN THE CENTER OF 

ACTIVITY ON A COLLEGE CAMPUS
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Recommendation      
    Letters

MANY COLLEGES AND SCHOLARSHIPS 
WANT TO HEAR FROM TEACHERS OR 

ADULTS THAT KNOW YOU WELL.
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Scholarships

FREE MONEY FOR COLLEGE! MANY 
SCHOLARSHIPS REQUIRE AN ESSAY OR 
OTHER APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS.
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Ree money for college! Many scholarships require an essay or other application requirements. Check out the statewide scholarship bulletin board on ourdakotadreams.com.



Test Optional
YOU CAN CHOOSE IF YOU WANT TO 
SUBMIT SAT OR ACT SCORES WHEN 

YOU APPLY TO COLLEGE.
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undergraduate

A COLLEGE STUDENT WHO IS 
WORKING TOWARDS AN ASSOCIATE OR 

BACHELOR’S DEGREE.
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Value 

SOUTH DAKOTA’S PUBLIC COLLEGES 
AND UNIVERSITIES ARE A VALUE, 

PROVIDING A QUALITY EDUCATION AT 
A REASONABLE COST.
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Waivers

MANY STUDENTS ARE ELIGIBLE FOR FEE 
WAIVERS OR DEFERRALS FOR ADMISSION 

TESTS AND COLLEGE APPLICATIONS.
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xtracurriculars

FREE MONEY FOR COLLEGE! MANY 
SCHOLARSHIPS REQUIRE AN ESSAY OR 
OTHER APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS.
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Change language to the following:

Extra curricular activities in college help students succeed in college. They apply learning outside the classroom and connect you with other students.



you

IT’S UP TO YOU TO DECIDE WHAT YOU 
WANT TO STUDY, WHERE YOU WANT TO GO 
TO COLLEGE, AND YOUR FUTURE CAREER.
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It's up to you to decide what you want to study, where you want to go to college, and your future career. Get help finding your right fit at ourdakotadreams.com.



zeta
A GREEK LETTER, USED IN THE 

NAMES OF SOME SORORITIES AND 
FRATERNITIES, WHICH ARE FOUND ON 

SOME COLLEGE CAMPUSES.
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