
11TH GRADE COLLEGE 
PREP CHECKLIST

As you continue to move through high school, make sure to take advantage of all the opportunities 
offered and consistently work with your school counselor to ensure you meet your goals.

Use this checklist to stay on track.

FALL SEMESTER:
	□ Use Your Resources 

	□ Talk with your school counselor about your options and plans for life after high school. They can help you 
be strategic — connecting you to the right coursework, scholarship opportunities, work-based learning and 
volunteer experiences— to make you marketable for the future. 

	□ Prepare, Register and Take the ACT
	□ Research pre-college testing to determine which test(s) you plan to take. Pre-college tests may be 

important to college admissions and are required for certain scholarship opportunities.
	□ Find test dates for the ACT and/or SAT test dates and register up to six weeks ahead!

	□ Note: All Juniors at public high schools will take the ACT at school as part of the state assessment in the 
spring. This score not only counts for your school’s accountability report card, but it can also be used for 
your college and scholarship planning.

	□ Explore ACT prep and/or SAT prep courses or investigate self-guided study plans. The self-paced 
Methodize ACT Prep is available at no cost to all South Dakota Students in grades 9-12 on SDMyLife.com.

	□ Consider whether you’d like to take the PSAT in October. A high score on the PSAT could qualify you for 
the National Merit Scholarship Program.

	□ Explore Colleges and Academic Programs
	□ Consider how college programs of study align with your interests and familiarize yourself with college 

admissions requirements.
	□ Begin planning college visits. These visits are a great way to get a feel for the schools — fall and winter 

break are good times to go!
	□ Attend college fairs in your region to learn as much as you can about the colleges that interest you.
	□ Talk to college admissions representatives who come to your high school. Admissions representatives are 

great at taking your career interests and other college search criteria and then pointing you in the right 
direction. 

	□ Consider Coursework Opportunities
	□ Familiarize yourself with the math pathways advising tools on ourdakotadreams.com. These tools will 

help you understand the types of math courses you should take in high school depending on your career 
interests.

	□ Visit with your school counselor on coursework opportunities that save you time and money in college and 
prepare you for potential career plans. A tougher course load may pay off with scholarships and help you 
get admitted to the college of your choice.

https://ourdakotadreams.com/high-school/pre-college-testing/
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/registration/dates-deadlines
https://sdmylife.com/preparing-for-college/methodize
https://www.khanacademy.org/sat
https://sdmylife.com/preparing-for-college/methodize
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt
https://ourdakotadreams.com/exploring-colleges/
https://ourdakotadreams.com/exploring-colleges/finding-your-fit/
https://sdcollegeadmissions.com/College-Fairs
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OurDakotaDreams.com

	□ Stay on track to qualify for the South Dakota Opportunity Scholarship by making sure you are 
taking the right coursework.

	□ Look into High School Dual Credit courses for the spring semester. See the dual credit advisory 
tools and certificate opportunities on ourdakotadreams.com to help you consider the types of 
courses that would most benefit you based on your interests.

 
SPRING SEMESTER:

	□ Develop your senior schedule.
	□ Organize your personal learning plan. 
	□ Make sure you’re on track by reviewing your high school curriculum requirements, and talk to 

your school counselor if you have questions. 
	□ Access the math pathways advising tools on ourdakotadreams.com. These tools will help you 

understand the types of math courses you will need to take in college depending on your degree 
program. You might even be able to complete them through dual credit, saving you time and 
money in college.

	□ Keep the following coursework opportunities in mind:
	□ South Dakota Opportunity Scholarship 
	□ High School Dual Credit 

	□ Take the ACT. 
	□ All Juniors at public high schools will take the ACT at school as part of the state assessment. 

This score not only counts for your school’s accountability report card, but it can also be used 
for your college and scholarship planning.

	□ Take Advantage of Work-Based Learning Opportunities
	□ Celebrate your school’s work-based learning opportunities during South Dakota’s Week of Work, 

if your school participates.
	□ Consider a summer job or internship. These experiences provide valuable information about work 

while earning money.

	□ Learn About Paying for College
	□ Investigate opportunities for financial aid.
	□ Get an estimate of how much federal student aid you may be eligible to receive through the 

Federal Student Aid Estimator.

	□ Prepare to Apply for Scholarships
	□ Research scholarship opportunities on the Statewide Scholarship Bulletin Board  and use a 

spreadsheet to track important deadlines so you can be ready to start applying early in your 
senior year.

SUMMER:
□   Take (or Re-Take) the ACT and/or SAT, if you haven’t already.
□   Consider getting a summer job and save money for your college expenses.

https://ourdakotadreams.com/high-school/opportunity-scholarship/
https://ourdakotadreams.com/high-school/opportunity-scholarship/
https://ourdakotadreams.com/high-school/dual-credit-2/
https://ourdakotadreams.com/high-school/dual-credit-2/
https://sdmylife.com/personal-learning-plans
https://ourdakotadreams.com/k12-students/coursework-college-readiness/
https://ourdakotadreams.com/high-school/dual-credit-2/
https://weekofwork.sd.gov/
https://ourdakotadreams.com/paying-for-college/
https://ourdakotadreams.com/paying-for-college/financial-aid/
https://studentaid.gov/aid-estimator/
https://ourdakotadreams.com/paying-for-college/sd-scholarships/statewide-scholarship-bulletin-board/
https://mappingyourfuture.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/MappingYourFuture_Scholarship_Tracking2024.xlsx
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/registration/dates-deadlines
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https://ourdakotadreams.com/gateway-certificates/
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	Paying for College



