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OUR DAKOTA DREAMS



OurDakotaDreams.com
Our Dakota Dreams is the 

umbrella brand that a coalition 

of stakeholders developed to 

communicate about college 

preparation and related grant 

programs in South Dakota.

Coalition Representation
• SD Board of Regents & Public Universities

• SD Department of Education

• Public Technical Colleges

• SD Department of Labor and Regulation

• Mapping Your Future



Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Educator Resources & Toolkits

• Educator Webinar Series
• Dakota Dreams Overview & Student Flyer
• Free College Application Period 
• Supporting FAFSA Completion
• High School Dual Enrollment
• SD Statewide & Institutional Scholarships
• New Math Pathways Resources
• Process for Releasing Transcripts
• Reduced Tuition for Educators

www.ourdakotadreams.com/educators-overview



Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Educator Resources & Toolkits

Our Dakota Dreams offers valuable resources and 

toolkits to help educators support students in college 

preparation. The topics featured on this page include 

information about new and upcoming programming 

and access to promotional and advising materials to 

help you communicate opportunities to students during 

the 2024-2025 school year.

• Educator Webinar Series
• Dakota Dreams Overview & Student Flyer
• Free College Application Period 
• Supporting FAFSA Completion
• High School Dual Enrollment
• SD Statewide & Institutional Scholarships
• New Math Pathways Resources
• Process for Releasing Transcripts
• Reduced Tuition for Educators

HAVE A RESOURCE REQUEST? LET US KNOW! 

www.ourdakotadreams.com/educators-overview



WEBINAR SERIES



Our Dakota Dreams Webinar Series
Our 2024-2025 virtual series is geared toward educators who 

support students in their college-readiness pursuits. Webinars are 

recorded, and access is provided to registered participants. 

Continuing education contact hours are provided for each webinar 

for those who attend the live webinar and complete a short survey 

within a limited timeframe.

• November 6, 2024 
FAFSA Update & FAFSA Completion Portal

• December 2, 2024 
What’s New: SD Public Universities 

• December 5, 2024 
What’s New: SD Technical Colleges

• January 2025  
Introducing Math Pathways Advising Tools

• February 2025
High School Dual Credit Update

• March 2025 
Process for Releasing Transcripts

• April 2025 
South Dakota Opportunity Scholarship Update



FAST TRACK ADMISSION



Fast Track Admission
C O M I N G  S O O N !

Fast Track Admission is a new pilot program in South Dakota that lets high school seniors bypass the 
college application process for participating universities based on their academic achievements. 

PARTICIPATING UNIVERSITY CAMPUSES:

This is a three-year pilot starting in 2024-2025 that includes students in select school districts, including 
those in Sioux Falls, Aberdeen, and Spearfish. Participation is expected to expand in future years.

Black Hills State University, Main Campus – Spearfish

Black Hills State University – Rapid City

Northern State University – Aberdeen

South Dakota State University – Brookings

University of South Dakota, Main Campus – Vermillion

University of South Dakota – Sioux Falls



FREE COLLEGE APPLICATION PERIOD



Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Free College Application Period

OCTOBER 1 THROUGH NOVEMBER 30

All students will have a risk-free, no-cost 

chance to check out and apply to nearly 

all public post-secondary schools in 

South Dakota.  

During the free application period, 

students may apply to as many South 

Dakota public colleges and universities 

as they wish.

Participating Schools
• Black Hills State University
• Dakota State University
• Lake Area Technical College
• Northern State University
• South Dakota Mines
• South Dakota State University
• University of South Dakota

*Mitchell Technical College, Southeast Technical College and Western Dakota Technical College never charge application fees



Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Online Resources
Promotion Tool Kit
Schools are encouraged to use our promotional toolkit to 
communicate this great opportunity to students. The following 
assets are included in the toolkit. 

Grab and Go School Resources
Educators are invited to use our grab-and-go resources to 
support the Free College Application Period. These activities 
help to build a college-going culture in your school. 

Free College Application Period



FAFSA COMPLETION



FAFSA Completion

Students who complete the Free Application for Federal Student 

Aid (FAFSA) are statistically more likely to apply to, attend and 

graduate from college, but millions of dollars are “left on the 

table” each year because students do not complete it.  



FAFSA Completion
Schedule a Financial Aid Night

Schedule a Financial Aid Event for your parents and students to help them 
prepare to complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid  (FAFSA). You 
can choose to invite your families to the school to view the presentation in-person 
or you can host the presentation online. 

1. Determine possible dates for your financial aid night.

2. Contact Mapping Your Future (or a college financial aid office 
directly) to discuss your plans and to gather more information about 
event support.

3. Promote the event to parents and students.

4. Test the technology, especially if you are hosting an online event.

5. Have a moderator available. In most events, the counselor will serve as 
the moderator. This ensures that all questions are heard, and the event 
runs smoothly.

Find Information and school counselor 
resources and tools to help you provide 
even more meaningful services to your 
students and families, especially as they 
explore higher education as a means to a 
better future. 

Utilize the U.S. Department of Education 
Toolkit to access resources to promote 
financial aid opportunities, FAFSA 
completion, and more. 

Mapping your Future

FAFSA Toolkit



FAFSA Completion Portal
DON’T LET YOUR STUDENTS MISS OUT ON FINANCIAL AID OPPORTUNITIES 

R E Q U E S T  A C C E S S  N O W !

• Provides information about the Completion status of their high school 
seniors as either COMPLETE, NOT FILED, or INCOMPLETE

• The portal can provide an indicator showing if the students have been 
chosen for verification as well as month and date of birth. 

• Knowing the completion status of your seniors helps you determine who 
you need to spend additional time with to ensure FAFSA awareness and 
support the application process.  

THIS TOOL WILL PROVIDE HIGH SCHOOL COUNSELORS WITH INFORMATION TO DETERMINE 

WHICH STUDENTS HAVE COMPLETED AND SUBMITTED THEIR FAFSA

HIGH SCHOOL COUNSELORS CAN THEN ACTIVELY ADVISE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS THAT 

HAVE NOT COMPLETED



FAFSA Completion Portal

INTERESTED IN JOINING THE FAFSA 
COMPLETION PORTAL MEMBERSHIP? 
Membership will require school district 
superintendents to sign data-sharing 
agreements before school representatives 
have access to the FAFSA Completion Portal. 

NOTE: 
Financial information is not available on the FAFSA 
Completion Portal, and representatives cannot see to what 
school(s) a student submitted their FAFSA.

All schools must complete the 
agreement to have access to the portal.  

Private schools will also need to 
provide student roster information in 

addition to the agreement. 

DON’T LET YOUR STUDENTS MISS OUT ON FINANCIAL AID OPPORTUNITIES 
R E Q U E S T  A C C E S S  N O W !



FAFSA Completion Portal
The FAFSA Completion Portal was developed to provide a summary of the Federal FAFSA filling for your students who 
are high school seniors and are applying for Financial Aid for the academic year selected. 

Students who are current 
seniors in 2024-2025 

will complete the 
2025-2026 FAFSA

STUDENT DETAIL: SELECT THIS REPORT TO EXPORT IT TO YOUR COMPUTER. 

As a note, please ensure all security protocols are followed to ensure privacy of the student data according to the Local Education Agreement between the school district and the Board of Regents



HIGH SCHOOL DUAL ENROLLMENT



Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Dual Enrollment

High School Dual Credit
Through the High School Dual 
Credit (HSDC) program, current 
high school juniors and seniors 
enrolled at public, private, and 
tribal high schools can enroll in 
college coursework at the rate of 
$50.84 per credit hour (or 1/3 of 
the total reduced credit hour rate). 
The State of South Dakota pays 
the remaining tuition costs.

Concurrent Credit
Concurrent Credit courses are 
dual credit courses offered at 
your high school. These courses 
are taught by a high school 
teacher who is qualified to 
teach college-level courses. 
These courses are offered at 
$40 per credit hour. (Note: 
The Rising Scholar courses 
through NSU and BHSU are 
Concurrent Credit.)

Non-Degree Seeking
High school students taking 
university coursework at the 
full rate. This is often for 
students wanting to enroll in 
coursework that is not a BOR 
general education course or 
for students who do not 
qualify for HSDC.
Students must obtain 
approval from their high 
school and courses.



Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Dual Enrollment Toolkits

Dates & Deadlines
Advising Tracks

Is Dual Credit Right for Me? 



Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Dual Enrollment Advising Materials

BOR has HSDC advising 
materials available on their 
Our Dakota Dreams webpage.

The materials utilize six 
Advisory Tracks that group 
potential majors students may 
be interested in.  



Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Dual Enrollment
ADVISING MATERIALS



Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Dual Enrollment
ADVISING MATERIALS



Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Dual Enrollment SDBOR Application Website

The SDBOR has created a new website and 
application forms to make the process of applying for 
dual enrollment easy! Dual enrollment includes SDBOR 
High School Dual Credit (HSDC), Concurrent Credit, 
and Non-Degree Seeking Admission courses. Among 
others, website features include:

• Applications for first-time and continuing dual 
enrollment students

• Forms (Add/Drop/Withdraw, Eligibility 
Exemption, Academic Suspension Waiver, and 
Credit Hour Waiver)

• Help guides for students, parents, and high 
school officials

• Other resources for dual enrollment

Application Submission Period
November 1st – Spring Application Opens
March 1st – Summer Application Opens
April 1st – Fall Application Opens



Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Dual Enrollment SDBOR Application Website



Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Students can apply here. 

Dashboards Access:
Check the status documents that 
you are assigned to. 
Students: your own document
Parents: your children
HS Staff: any students assigned 
to you

Create an account

Other HSDC Forms

Reference Guides

Dual Enrollment SDBOR Application Website



Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Dual Enrollment Application Help Guides

Application Submission Period
November 1st – Spring Application Opens
March 1st – Summer Application Opens
April 1st – Fall Application Opens



Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Dual Enrollment
Gateway to Teacher Education Certificate

Earn an undergraduate Teacher Education Certificate through High School Dual Credit. 
Students can take the first steps toward a rewarding career in education at a fraction of 
the price. 

Designed for high school students with a career interest in PK-12 teacher education, this 
certificate program includes four HSDC courses:
• Introduction to Education (EDFN 102)
• Introduction to Persons w/Exceptionalities (SPED 100)
• Choose one: US History I (HIST 151), US History II (HIST 152),

or SD American Indian Culture and Education (INED/AS 211)
• Choose one: Foundations of Communication (CMST 100) or Composition I (ENGL 101)

Completed certificates will result in a credential on the student’s postsecondary transcript. 



SCHOLARSHIPS



South Dakota Scholarships

South Dakota “Big 5” ScholarshipsSouth Dakota “Big 5” Scholarships
 Build Dakota Scholarship
 Critical Teaching Needs Scholarship
 Dakota Corps Scholarship
 Freedom Scholarship
 SD Opportunity Scholarship

 Build Dakota Scholarship
 Critical Teaching Needs Scholarship
 Dakota Corps Scholarship
 Freedom Scholarship
 SD Opportunity Scholarship

South Dakota “Big 5” Scholarships
 Build Dakota Scholarship
 Critical Teaching Needs Scholarship
 Dakota Corps Scholarship
 Freedom Scholarship
 SD Opportunity Scholarship



South Dakota Scholarships

Additional State Managed ScholarshipsAdditional State Managed Scholarships
 Annis Irene Fowler/Kaden Scholarship
 Ardell Bjugstad Scholarship
 Fowler/Kaden Scholarship
 Hagen Harvey Scholarship
 Jump Start Scholarship
 Marlin R. Scarborough Memorial Scholarship
 U.S. Senate Youth Program Scholarship
 U.S. Presidential Scholars Program

 Annis Irene Fowler/Kaden Scholarship
 Ardell Bjugstad Scholarship
 Fowler/Kaden Scholarship
 Hagen Harvey Scholarship
 Jump Start Scholarship
 Marlin R. Scarborough Memorial Scholarship
 U.S. Senate Youth Program Scholarship
 U.S. Presidential Scholars Program

Additional State Managed Scholarships
 Annis Irene Fowler/Kaden Scholarship
 Ardell Bjugstad Scholarship
 Fowler/Kaden Scholarship
 Hagen Harvey Scholarship
 Jump Start Scholarship
 Marlin R. Scarborough Memorial Scholarship
 U.S. Senate Youth Program Scholarship
 U.S. Presidential Scholars Program

Institutional Scholarships



South Dakota Scholarships

The Statewide Scholarship 
Bulletin Board provides South 
Dakota students a platform to 

find numerous scholarship 
opportunities. Students can 

search for scholarships based 
on their regional location, 

academic standing, financial 
need, and more. Third-party 

entities are encouraged to post 
their scholarship opportunities 

through the request form on 
the webpage.

Scholarship Bulletin Board



South Dakota Scholarships
Scholarship Bulletin Board

Third-party entities are welcome to post 
scholarship opportunities through a request 
process.

Scholarships must meet the following criteria to 
be posted:

o Open to South Dakota students

o Applicable at South Dakota public and/or 
private colleges

o Minimum total award amount of $250.00

o Does not promote alcohol, drugs, illegal 
activity or speech not protected by the First 
Amendment

If you have a scholarship opportunity you would 
like posted on this page, please submit your 
request in the form provided below. Note: Once 
the scholarship deadline has passed, the 
scholarship will be removed from the site.

POST YOUR SCHOLARSHIP

THE BULLETIN BOARD IS 
GROWING IN 2024-25!

SD Board of Regents Staff has reached out to the 
following entities who have shown great interest in sharing 
more scholarship opportunities on the SD Scholarship 
Bulletin Board! 

• South Dakota Community Foundation and smaller local 
community foundations

• South Dakota Retailers Association

• South Dakota Chambers

• Press Release



South Dakota Scholarships

SOUTH DAKOTA OPPORTUNITY 
SCHOLARSHIP CURRICULUM
New curriculum documents are now 
available for the SD Opportunity 

Scholarship for high school coursework 
and High School Dual Credit courses. 



South Dakota Scholarships
SD Board of Regents Scholarship Website

NEW SCHOLARSHIP HOME PAGE

The SDBOR Scholarship Home Page 
includes important links and information 
for all things scholarship related within 

the SD Board of Regents.  

www.sdbor.edu/scholarships



South Dakota Scholarships
Online Scholarship Application

Students who are planning 
to attend a BOR institution 
and who have taken dual 

credit coursework can 
apply using the BOR 

Student Log-in.

All other students can 
create a manual log-in 

account to access the 
applications. 



South Dakota Scholarships
Online Scholarship Application

The SD Opportunity Scholarship and all other SD 
Board of Regents’ managed scholarships will now 
have a 100% online application.  

Students will log on to the BOR’s Scholarship 
Management Site and complete the application. 
Upon completion, it will be routed automatically 
to the institution for review. 

Application review will be handled during the 
summer after schools receive FINAL transcripts. 



South Dakota Scholarships
Other Scholarships

Jump Start Scholarship
$1500 award to students who graduate from a public high school in 
three years or less

System Scholarships
Ardell Bjugstad – Native American student studying agriculture
Fowler Kaden – a first-time freshman at BHSU, DSU, NSU, SDSU, or 
USD who is pursuing elementary education
Scarborough Memorial – awarded to a student who is classified as a 
junior at a public university at the time of funding

Critical Teaching Needs Scholarship
This program encourages students in South Dakota to pursue a teaching 
degree in a high-need field and contribute to the state and its citizens 
by teaching in South Dakota. It is open to Juniors or Seniors in college.

Needs Based Scholarship
Students who have completed the FAFSA are eligible 
and may be selected by university financial aid 
institutions to determine awardees and scholarship 
amounts – no application

Dakota Corps Scholarship
The Dakota Corps Scholarship for students entering 
college in the coming year provides full tuition and 
generally applicable fees to selected qualified 
applicants seeking degrees that will set them up to 
work in a critical-need occupation following 
graduation.



CAREER & MATH PATHWAYS RESOURCES



Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Career & Math Pathways
YEAR-LONG HIGH SCHOOL DUAL CREDIT 
COLLEGE ALGEBRA COURSE

• Taught by Northern State E-Learning Center

• Target students: College-bound juniors and seniors in high school who need 

additional math support

• 1st semester – College Algebra Prep (.5 unit of HS credit)

• 2nd semester – HSDC College Algebra (MATH 114) (.5 unit of HS credit) 

• Fall semester success guarantees placement into spring College Algebra 

(MATH 114) with the same teacher at the same time.

• Available to 75 students per academic year through grant life

• Scholarships for students on free & reduced lunch and/or who are first-

generation college



Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Math Pathways
C O M I N G  S O O N !
Our Dakota Dreams will soon feature a new 
advising tool called Math Pathways. This 
resource will show students how to align their 
math coursework options with career interests 
and relevant college programs of study.

By searching occupations and their related 
minimum college math course, students can 
narrow down their math course options by 
following a recommended pathway. 

FEATURES INCLUDE: FEATURES INCLUDE: 
o Career and Math Search Tool – Search a 

library of occupations and filter by career 
cluster, degree type, and hot job designations.

o Occupation Profiles – Learn more about 
occupations in our existing career library, 
including the minimum first-year college math 
course required the related degree program

o Math Pathways Advising Documents –
Find math course options broken down into year-
by-year paths, leading to preparation for 
various college math courses. 

o Career and Math Search Tool – Search a 
library of occupations and filter by career 
cluster, degree type, and hot job designations.

o Occupation Profiles – Learn more about 
occupations in our existing career library, 
including the minimum first-year college math 
course required the related degree program

o Math Pathways Advising Documents –
Find math course options broken down into year-
by-year paths, leading to preparation for 
various college math courses. 

FEATURES INCLUDE: 
o Career and Math Search Tool – Search a 

library of occupations and filter by career 
cluster, degree type, and hot job designations.

o Occupation Profiles – Learn more about 
occupations in our existing career library, 
including the minimum first-year college math 
course required the related degree program

o Math Pathways Advising Documents –
Find math course options broken down into year-
by-year paths, leading to preparation for 
various college math courses. 



Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Math Pathway 6 Example 
This pathway shows a 
possible path for a 
student starting with 7th

grade math and 
finishing with Math 
Reasoning or College 
Algebra as a senior. 



RELEASING TRANSCRIPTS



Releasing Transcripts

The South Dakota Board of Regents 
has worked with Infinite Campus to 

simplify the way high schools release 
transcripts to their universities.

This process allows counselors to 
easily share SDBOR-formatted and 

coded transcripts, leading to quicker 
student admissions, more efficient 

evaluation of South Dakota 
Opportunity Scholarship required 

coursework, and better student 
advising in college.

Through Infinite Campus



Releasing Transcripts
Through Infinite Campus

SAVE A TREE!
No need to print and mail the 

transcripts to the BOR Campuses! 
Releasing in Infinite Campus is 
quicker, easier, and cheaper!

INFINITE CAMPUS = SECURE
Please DO NOT download a PDF 

and email it to the admissions
office – transcripts contain

Personally Identifiable Information 
and should not be emailed.



REDUCED TUITION FOR TEACHERS



Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Have a resource request?  
LET US KNOW! 

Reduced Tuition for Teachers

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
o Be a South Dakota Resident
o Be employed or contracted by a South Dakota 

Accredited School or Head Start Program as a: 
Teacher
Vocational Instructor
School Counselor or Psychologist
Student Advisor designated as a School 
Counselor

o Have one of the following requirements:
As a condition of employment
To maintain a certificate to teach
To maintain certification as a school counselor

Participating Schools
• Apply using the new application for 

reduced tuition for teachers
• Employer verifies employment
• University audits application
• University verifies teaching certificate 

type and status with DOE’s database
• University registers teacher for 

courses (if not already registered)



SUGGESTIONS? 





Contact Us: 
Remember – OurDakotaDreams.com and the 
Educators page are available new information 
is posted frequently!  We hope the educator’s 
page can be a “One Stop Shop” for Teachers, 
Counselors as you guide students preparing 
for graduation and looking at opportunities 
for post-secondary in the state of South 
Dakota!

• Molly Weisgram: Our Dakota Dreams
(Molly.Weisgram@sdbor.edu)

• Katie Hubbart: Dual Credit
(Katie.Hubbart@sdbor.edu)

• Kerri Richards: Scholarships 
(Kerri.Richards@sdbor.edu)

• Dawn Kennedy: FAFSA Completion, Transcripts
(Dawn.Kennedy@usd.edu)


